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Program Notes

Finlandia, a tone poem composed in 1899, was written as a covert protest against the ever-present censorship of the
Russian Empire. In order for it to be performed, it was programmed under a variety of names. It depicts the struggle
of the Finnish people. The hymn tune in the middle section is not a borrowed Finnish folk tune, but was composed
by Sibelius himself.

Teaching/ Performance Notes

The low strings are featured in the opening choral, which should sound like an intense growl. This work is filled with
contrasts. The section at m. 23 should sound angelic and build in intensity until the Allegro moderato at m. 65. The
Allegro at m. 82 is joyful and exuberant. This morphs into the hymn tune, which at first should be hushed and
reverent, the tremolo shimmering under the melody. Sibelius writes a return of the joyful, dramatic theme and that
mood carries us to the end. Hopefully your ensemble will feel these emotions as they learn and perform this work.

About the Arranger

LYNNE LATHAM (b. 1960) earned a B.M. and M.M. in cello performance from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. For
thirty years, she has maintained a private studio of violin, viola, cello and piano students in the Piedmont Triad of
North Carolina. Ms. Latham performs as a freelancer and conductor with local chamber groups and orchestras. She
has been a frequent clinician/conductor at string clinics and educator conferences throughout the United States and
Canada. In 1992, Ms. Latham founded Latham Music, a music publishing company specializing in music for strings.
In 2007, Latham Music was acquired by The Lorenz Corporation and Lynne was hired as the Executive Editor for
Latham Music. In 2012, she was hired as the String Editor for LudwigMasters Publications, which acquired the
Latham catalogin 2013. In the spring of 2020, Ms. Latham was hired as the String Editor for both the Southern Music
and LudwigMasters string publications.

This arrangement keeps the dramatic character of the original, but in changing the key to D minor, avoids some of
the messy chromaticism. The introduction features the low strings and there are moments for just the 1st 2 desks
to shine. This rousing work will most certainly enhance the tone production of your group!
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